
Earth and Space 
Planet – an object that orbits a star and 

does not emit its own light  

Star – a burning mass of gas that makes 

heat and light energy (e.g. the sun)  

Gravity – the force that attracts an object 

towards a larger object  

Solar System – a star with objects (such as 

planets) orbiting it  

Orbit – a curved path of a planet or satellite 

around an object  

Satellite – an object either natural (moon) 

or man-made that orbits around a planet  

NASA – the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration, a US agency responsible for 

the exploration and study of space  

Astronomy – the branch of science that 

deals with space and the physical universe 

as a whole  

Celestial body A natural object that ex-

ists outside the Earth's atmosphere, eg stars, 

planets 

Universe – all of space and everything in it  

Phases of the moon 

 It takes 28 days for the moon to orbit the Earth. 

 The phases of the moon are caused by its orbit 
around the Earth.  

 We can see a different amount of the moon 
which is lit by the sun, from Earth.  

Day and Night 

 Earth rotates on its axis and does a full spin every 24 
hours. 

 Daytime occurs when the side of the Earth is facing the 
sun. 

 Night occurs when the side of the Earth is facing away 
from the sun.  

Famous People & Space Missions   

 

July 1969 - Buzz Aldrin 
and Neil Armstrong be-

came the first humans to 
walk on the moon.  

 Dorothy Vaughan, Mary 
Jackson, Katherine John-

son and Dr. Christine 
Darden overcame obsta-
cles and participated in 
some of NASA’s great 

successes. 


