
Changing powers 

William the  

Conqueror  

1066- 1087  

Held absolute power in England  

King John  

1199 - 1215  

1215 signed Magna Carta which Set limits on the 
power of the king, Laid out roles for barons  

Confirmed freedom of the Church and granted 
rights to all freemen.  

Charles 1  

1625- 1649  

Believed in his divine right as king, struggled to 
control Parliament and fought war against his 
Parliament lost and was executed in 1649  

William and Mary  

1689 - 1702  

Bill of Rights was passed as an Act of Parliament 
in 1689. It set out the limits of Royal authority 
and the rights and freedoms of Parliament.  

Queen Anne  

1702 - 1714  

1707 Act of Union the kingdoms of England and 
Scotland united as a single sovereign state. She 
relied more heavily on her ministers throughout 
her reign.  

Queen Victoria  

1837 - 1901  

1851 persuaded to take a more constitutional 
role. Leaving the rule of the Nation and the Em-
pire to Parliament.  

Queen Elizabeth II  

1952 - 2022  

Head of State for Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land and Head of Commonwealth. She had sym-

Vocabulary 

Absolute Monarch The monarch has unrestricted political power over 

the state and the people 

Constitution Set of political principles through which the state is 

governed 

Feudal System A hierarchy where people are put into different 

groups based on their class and roles. 

Government A group of people who control a country and make 

laws or important decisions. 

Monarch/Sovereign King/Queen, Emperor/Empress 

Monarchy Where the King or Queen is head of state 

Parliament Overall legal authority (in the UK) which can create, 

change or end any law. A group of people. 

Reign The period of time that a king or queen rules over a 

country. 

Succession Inheriting the crown when the previous monarch 

dies, resigns or is removed from the role. 

There have been over 60 monarchs since Alfred the Great in AD 871. 

Buckingham Palace in London, England 

Balmoral Castle in Abderdeenshire, Scotland 

Timeline of  
British Royal 

Houses 

Norman  
(1066 - 1154)  

Plantagenets 
(1154 - 1399) 

The House of  
Lancaster  

(1399 - 1461) 

The House of York  
(1461 - 1485) 

The Tudors  
(1485 -1603) 

The Stuarts  
(1603 - 1649)  
(1660 - 1714) 

The House of  
Hanoverians 
(1714 -1901) 

Saxe-Coburg-Gotha  
(1901 -1910) 

The Windsors  
(1910 - Today) 

Charles III (Charles Philip Arthur George; born 14 November 1948) 
is King of the United Kingdom and the 14 other Commonwealth 

realms. He was the longest-serving heir apparent and, at age 73, 
became the oldest person to inherit the British throne, following 

the death of his mother, Elizabeth II, on 8th September 2022.  
Our late Queen, Elizabeth II, was the monarch from 1952 until 2022. 

She was the longest reigning British monarch. 


