
 

Key Vocabulary: 
 
Acropolis - an ancient citadel (fortress) usually on a hill.  
 
Ancient - something from a long time ago, something very old. 
 
Architecture - the art or practise of designing and constructing buildings.  
 
Citizens - an inhabitant of a town or city.  
 
City States - Small areas that ancient Greece was divided into, each with their own governments, laws 
and army.  
 
Democracy - a form of government where citizens have a say in how they are ruled.  
 
Dictatorship - ruled by one person (a dictator) who has total power over a country.  
 
Myth - a traditional story explaining the history of people or a natural phenomenon.  
 
Philosophy - the study of the fundamental nature of knowledge, reality and existence.  

776BC The first Olympic Games takes place  

Events included boxing, wrestling, running and 

chariot racing. Women were not allowed to 

compete in the Olympics. This was because ancient 

Greek women were not treated as equals to men 

and had fewer freedoms. The idea for the 

marathon also originates from this time.  

508BC Democracy begins in Athens 

Listening to the opinions of other people and 

debating issues was an important part of this 

system. After debating issues, the ancient 

Athenians would vote. The only people allowed to 

take part in democracy then were adult males who 

were citizens of Athens.  

490BC Persian invaders defeated by Greeks in The Battle 

of Marathon 

450BC Athens now control an empire 

472-410BC Many famous Greek plays are written and 

performed n a theatre in Athens 

432BC Parthenon is completed in Athens 

431-404BC Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta 

336BC Alexander the Great is King and expands Greek 

Empire.  

146BC Rome conquers Greece making it part of the 

Roman Empire 

Chronology 

Images on Greek vases 

tells us much about 

what Greek life was 

like.  

Sculpture of  

Alexander The Great.  

What the Greeks did for us: 

• Democracy 

• Olympic Games 

• Maths/ Science Medicine 

• Philosophy 

• Language/Alphabet 

• Sculpture 

• Theatre 

Ancient Greek Gods/Goddesses: 
 

The ancient Greeks believed in many different gods and 
goddesses.  

 
Each god/goddess represented a certain aspect of humanity and 
each was responsible for certain parts of life too. 
 
• Festivals were held to celebrate the gods and goddesses.  
• It is believed that the 12 most powerful gods lived on Mount 

Olympus. 
 
Some of the Gods/Goddesses: 
 

Zeus: King of the Gods, God of War 

Hades: Brother of Zeus, Gd of the Underworld 

Poseidon: Brother of Zeus, Go of the sea 

Hera: Wife of Zeus, Goddess of Marriage and women 

Aphrodite: Daughter of Zeus, Goddess of Love 

Athene: Daughter of Zeus, Goddess of Wisdom and War 

Ancient Greece was not a country. 
It was made up of city states. 

There were often battles between 
these city states but sometimes 

they would join together to 
defend themselves from a 

common enemy. Important city 
states of ancient Greece included 

Athens, Corinth and Sparta. 
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