% Year 5: Local History of Reading and the Victorians

The Victorian Era: The period of time between 1837 and 1901 when Queen Victoria

reigned over Britain.

During her 63 year reign, there was a huge contrast between how the rich and poor

Victorians lived. Queen Victoria led the expansion of the British empire and saw
major changes to all aspects of Britain due to exciting discoveries and inventions.

Brilliant Victorian Inventions!

Photography - 1838
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Key industries in
Reading

Simmonds Brewery
opened in Broad Street

1785

Suttons Seeds and Bulbs
1807

Huntley and Palmers
Biscuit Factory

1822

The Industrial Revolution
A period of huge change in Britain between 1750 and 1900.

Before the Industrial Revolution, Britain was a rural country and
most people lived off the land by farming. People began to realise
that coal and steam could be used to power factories, large ma-
chines, flour and cotton mills. This reduced the time it took to
make something and increased the amount that could be made.

Huge factories were built and towns expanded. People would move
to the towns attracted by reliable work and pay from the factories.

Houses for workers were built closer to the factories.

Better transport links helped boost trade by transporting people
and goods quickly and cheaply all across the country.

Royal Berkshire
Hospital opened

1839

Reading Railway
Station

1840

Reading Football Club
1871
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industry A group of businesses that make or sell similar products or
perform similar services. Farms are part of the agricultural
industry. Factories are part of manufacturing industries.
Schools are part of the educational services industry.
revolution A big change in something
workhouse Huge buildings built for very poor people to live and work.

Whole families would move in together but men, women and
children were all kept separate. In 1930s, workhouses were
closed for good. Some of the buildings were used as part of
the National Health Service.

Queen Victoria was crowned at the age of 18
In 1840, she married Prince Albert. They had 9 children.

Victoria had been extremely attached to Prince Albert, so
when he died of typhoid in 1861, she sank into a deep
depression.

She wore black for the rest of her reign, until she died in
1901 and Edward VIl became King.

She is associated with Britain’s great age of industrial
expansion and economic progress




